
Trainer Ado McGuinness poses for a portrait as his horses take to the gallops at South 
Beach in Rush, Co. Dublin as they gear up for the iconic Galway Races Summer Festival 
that takes place from Monday July 26 to Sunday August 1. 
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 BY DECLAN VARLEY 

 Covid-19 has had a disproportionate and potentially 
devastating long-term impact on the health and 
wellbeing of the Traveller Community in Galway city 
and county, according to assessments and reports 
compiled by the Galway Traveller Movement. 

 The inability to adequately social distance, plus 
the digital divide which prevented any coherent 
home-schooling were also cited as reasons while the 
community felt the effect of the virus much more than 
settled communities. 

 Reports compiled since April 2020 show many 
members of the Traveller community living in 
substandard and overcrowded conditions found it 
nearly impossible to self-isolate or follow public health 
advice when necessary to help prevent the spread of 
the virus. 

 Many Travellers lacked access to essential amenities 
to keep safe and healthy, including running water, 
sufficient sanitary facilities, or a reliable and constant 
supply of electricity. 

 These issues were discussed at a Galway Traveller 

Movement (GTM) and Galway Traveller Community 
co-hosted workshop on Tuesday called Build Homes, 
Build Health, Build Hope, with special guests Dr 
Michael Ryan, Executive Director, World Health 
Organisation Health Emergencies Programme and Dr. 
Aileen Kitching, Consultant in Public Health for the 
Galway area. 

 Martin Ward, Joint Co-ordinator of GTM told the 
workshop that the inequities that existed across the 
social determinants of health made living with Covid 
particularly difficult for the Traveller community. 
Social determinants of health are the non-medical 
factors such as housing, education, employment, social 
protection and racism, for example. Research shows 
that they have a greater influence on the long-term 
health and life outcomes of people than lifestyle choices 
or medical factors. 

 There was more emphasis on people�s personal 
responsibility to stay safe rather than focusing on the 
failures of services to provide adequate amenities to 
ensure that vulnerable communities were protected, 
according to Martin Ward, Joint Co-ordinator of GTM. 

 Full report contained inside on page  12
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